51 


9: 
1 


N 
o 

0 

o 

V\ 
o 

0 
^> 


c 

> 


i 


X 


y 


Abraham  Lincoln's  Political 
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When  Abraham  Lincoln  came  to  Michigan 

Written  by  Louise  Knott  Ahem 
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Did  you  know? 


rf5 


Abraham  Lincoln  is  the  first  person  known  to  have  used  the  term 

"Michigander." 

In  1 848,  then-Congressman  Abraham  Lincoln  delivered  a  speech 

against  Lewis  Cass,  the  first  Michigan  governor  who  was  running  for 

president  as  a  Democrat.  Lincoln  criticized  the  Democrats  for  inflating 

Cass'  military  experience. 

But  in  my  hurry  I  was  very  near  closing  on  the  subject  of  military  tails 

before  I  was  done  with  it.  There  is  one  entire  article  of  the  sort  I  have 

not  discussed  yet;  I  mean  the  military  tail  you  Democrats  are  now 

engaged  in  dovetailing  onto  the  great  Michigander. 


The  signing  of  the  Emancipation         TT      ,.,    ,  .  ..  -  ..  ,  .  ,  ,  _ 

Proclamation  is  explored  in  the  movie.   He  dldn  *  mean  lt  as  a  compliment.  Michigander  was  another  way  of 
'Lincoln.',  Library  of  Congress       saying  "that  silly  goose  from  Michigan." 

Source:  Archives  of  Michigan 


In  a  small  park  in  Kalamazoo,  hundreds  of 
Michiganders  gathered  to  hear  a  future  president 


speak  under  a  waning  August  sun. 


He  warned  of  the  dangers  of  a  divided  nation  and  the  scourge  of  partisan  politics,  but  also  extolled  the 
promise  of  American  freedoms. 

"We  are  a  great  empire,"  he  told  the  onlookers.  "We  stand  at  once  the  wonder  and  admiration  of  the 
whole  world." 

But  there  was  one  great  stain  on  the  nation,  he  warned.  A  stain  called  slavery. 

It  was  1 856,  and  the  man  was  Abraham  Lincoln. 

It  would  be  the  one  and  only  time  he  would  step  foot  on  Michigan  soil.  He  came  to  Kalamazoo  as  a 
member  of  Congress  to  campaign  for  John  Fremont,  the  presidential  nominee  of  the  new  Republican 
party  born  in  nearby  Jackson. 

Lincoln  told  the  Kalamazoo  crowd,  "This  is  the  question:  Shall  the  government  of  the  United  States 
prohibit  slavery  in  the  United  States?" 

The  nation's  attention  is  focused  once  again  on  the  16th  president  with  Friday's  first  release  of, 
"Lincoln,"  a  much-anticipated  movie  by  Steven  Spielberg,  starring  Daniel  Day-Lewis,  that  explores 
the  controversial  signing  of  the  Emancipation  Proclamation,  a  precursor  to  the  eradication  of  slavery. 


lG3/^JtpfeyMftS^  ■   ;-.    '  I    '"   '      0<J0004/a6raJba,..      1/3/ 


When  Abraham  Lincoln  came  to  Michigan  |  Lansing  State  Journal  j  lansingstatejournal.com    Page  2  of  3 


Being  the  birthplace  of  the  party  he  embraced  was  likely  one  reason  Lincoln  made  his  way  to 
Michigan.  But  regardless  of  his  reasons,  his  message  of  ending  slavery  was  likely  well-received  here 
—  a  state  that  had  begun  to  embrace  an  abolitionist  agenda  by  then  and  was  a  crucial  stop  for  escaped 
slaves  on  the  Underground  Railroad. 

Several  sites  in  Michigan  have  been  confirmed  as  places  where  escaped  slaves  hid  on  their  paths  to 
freedom. 

Though  it  would  be  a  mistake  to  call  Michigan  an  early  leader  in  the  abolitionist  movement,  said 
Carol  Mull,  an  historian  and  author  of  "The  Underground  Railroad  in  Michigan,"  pockets  of  strong 
anti-slavery  activism  kept  the  movement  alive. 

"Most  people  prior  to  1850  were  rather  passive  on  the  issue  in  the  state  of  Michigan,"  Mull  said. 
"Most  people  just  hoped  it  would  go  away  on  its  own  and  didn't  take  an  active  role.  The  people  who 
did  faced  censure  from  their  neighbors  and  their  communities  for  what  was  essentially  breaking  the 
law  at  that  time  —  helping  people  escape  from  slavery.  But  that  said,  there  were  still  many  people 
who  did  help." 

By  the  time  Lincoln  came  to  Kalamazoo,  more  Michiganders  were  embracing  the  anti-slavery 
movement,  many  of  them  angry  over  the  1854  Kansas-Nebraska  Act. 

The  act  created  the  territories  of  Kansas  and  Nebraska  and  gave  voters  in  those  new  regions  the  ability 
to  vote  on  whether  to  allow  slavery  in  their  borders. 

Lincoln  urged  Michigan  voters  to  support  Fremont  and  to  take  a  stand  against  the  policies  of 
expansion. 

"Have  we  no  interest  in  the  free  territories  of  the  United  States  —  that  they  should  be  kept  open  for 
the  homes  of  free  white  people?"  he  asked  the  crowd  in  Kalamazoo. 

"As  our  northern  states  are  growing  more  and  more  in  wealth  and  population,  we  are  continually  in 
want  of  an  outlet,  through  which  it  may  pass  out  to  enrich  our  country.  In  this  we  have  an  interest  —  a 
deep  and  abiding  interest.  There  is  another  thing,  and  that  is  the  mature  knowledge  we  have  —  the 
greatest  interest  of  all.  It  is  the  doctrine,  that  the  people  are  to  be  driven  from  the  maxims  of  our  free 
government,  that  despises  the  spirit  which  for  eighty  years  has  celebrated  the  anniversary  of  our 
national  independence." 

Michigan's  abolitionist  history 

•  January  1837:  Michigan  is  admitted  to  the  Union  as  the  26th  state  and  a  free  state. 

•  1839:  William  M.  Sullivan  of  Jackson  launches  the  American  Freeman,  the  first  anti-slavery 
newspaper  in  Michigan.  Later  in  the  year,  it  becomes  the  Michigan  Freeman. 

•  1841:  Ann  Arbor  abolitionists  begin  publishing  a  national  anti-slavery  newspaper,  the  Signal  of 
Liberty.  It  becomes  the  voice  of  the  Liberty  Party,  a  pre-Republican  abolitionist  political  party. 

•  1841:  Sarah  and  Adam  Crosswhite  and  four  of  their  children  escape  enslavement  by  Francis  Giltner 
in  Carroll  County,  Ky.  The  family  settles  in  Michigan  in  Marshall.  However,  in  1847,  slave  catchers 
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find  the  family  and  attempt  to  take  them  back  to  slavery.  The  people  of  Marshall  protect  the 
Crosswhite  family.  The  slave  catchers  are  arrested  and  tried  for  assault. 

•  1848:  In  what  would  become  a  groundbreaking  legal  case  about  the  rights  of  slave  owners  to  reclaim 
their  "property,"  Francis  Giltner  successfully  sues  one  of  the  Marshall  citizens  to  recover  the  costs  of 
his  lost  slaves. 

•  1850:  On  the  heels  of  cases  like  Crosswhites',  Congress  enacts  the  Fugitive  Slave  Law.  It  requires 
federal  marshals  to  help  recapture  former  slaves  or  face  a  $  1 ,000  fine  for  deliberately  neglecting  to  do 
so.  If  someone  escaped  while  held  by  a  marshal,  the  marshal  had  to  forfeit  the  full  value  that  an 
"owner"  claimed  they  were  owed  for  the  person  or  people  who  escaped  from  him  or  her.  Anyone 
found  guilty  of  encouraging  and  supporting  escapees  could  be  fined  and  imprisoned  for  up  to  six 
months.  Recaptured  women  and  men  could  not  testify  against  white  people. 

•  July  6,  1854:  A  convention  of  abolitionist  men  meets  "Under  the  Oaks"  in  Jackson  in  what  is  widely 
accepted  to  be  the  first  meeting  of  a  new  political  party  called  the  "Republican  Party." 

•  1855:  Erastus  Hussey,  a  member  of  the  Michigan  Anti-Slavery  Society  and  the  Michigan  Senate 
introduces  and  helps  to  pass  the  Michigan  Personal  Freedom's  Acts,  which  grant  escaped  slaves  in 
Michigan  the  right  to  seek  court  protection  against  recapture 

•  1856:  Abraham  Lincoln  campaigns  in  Kalamazoo  on  behalf  of  Republican  presidential  nominee 
John  Fremont. 

•  1857:  Abolitionist  and  women's  rights  activist  Sojourner  Truth  moves  to  Battle  Creek. 

•  1860:  Abraham  Lincoln  of  Illinois  becomes  the  first  Republican  president  of  the  United  States. 

•  1863:  President  Lincoln  issues  the  Emancipation  Proclamation,  which  grants  freedom  to  "all  persons 
held  as  slaves"  within  a  state  or  part  of  a  state. 

Source:  Archives  of  Michigan 
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Abraham  Lincoln's  Kalamazoo  speech:  How  residents  who 
witnessed  the  address  responded 

By  Fritz  Klug  \  flclug@mlive.com  on  November  14,  2012  at  3:01  PM,  updated  November  14,  2012  at 

3:57  PM  mlive.com 


Abraham  Lincoln's  Kalamazoo  speech:  How  residents  who  witnessed  the  address 
responded 

Note:  With  the  release  of  the  movie  "Lincoln"  this  weekend,  MLive  and  the  Kalamazoo 
Gazette  will  look  at  Lincoln's  visit  to  Kalamazoo  over  the  next  few  days. 

KALAMAZOO,  MI  —  He  was  "powerful"  and  "convincing,"  and  to  one  farmer,  "the  man 
forme." 

While  Abraham  Lincoln  wasn't  the  keynote  speaker  at  a  Republican  rally  held  in 
Kalamazoo's  Bronson  Park  156  years  ago,  he  was  remembered  by  many  local  residents 
who  heard  him  speak. 

Here  are  some  recollections  of  Lincoln's  visit  to  Kalamazoo  on  on  Aug.  27,  1856,  his  only 
public  speech  given  in  Michigan.  The  following  accounts  were  compiled  by  Tom  George, 
a  Kalamazoo-area  anesthesiologist,  former  state  senator  and  Lincoln  scholar.  George  has 
written  articles  about  Lincoln's  visit,  including  articles  for  Michigan  History  Magazine  and 
the  Journal  of  the  Abraham  Lincoln  Association. 

Read  more  about  Lincoln's  speech  and  the  historical  setting. 

The  first  account  comes  from  Henry  Parker  Smith,  a  farmer  in  Schoolcraft  who  recorded 
the  speech  in  his  diary.  The  diary  was  transcribed  by  George  during  his  research.  Smith 
came  to  the  Republican  rally  in  Bronson  Park  with  his  wife. 

We  stopped  upon  the  corner  of  Portage  &  some  other  street  under  the  shade  of 
some  oaks  and  saw  our  delegation  come  up.  (It)  was  over  two  miles  long!  We 
then  went  in  near  the  ground  for  speaking  and  attempted  to  count  the  number  of 
teams  that  drove  past...  after  going  up  to  250  they  came  pouring  in  so  fast  that 
we  gave  up  in  despair. 

After  eating  a  large  meal  of  bread,  meat  and  cheese  that  had  been  set  out  for  the  guests, 
Smith  listened  to  some  of  the  many  speakers  at  the  rally,  including  Lincoln. 

...meanwhile  we  listened  to  the  different  speeches  that  were  being  made.  Mr. 
Lincoln,  Blair,  Bingham,  Bates,  Jones,  Kellogg  and  many  other  distinguished 
speakers  were  there.  They  occupied  four  different  stands  at  once  and  the  crowd 
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was  so  dense  at  every  one  of  them  that  we  could  not  listen  with  much 
satisfaction.  Listened  to  Mr.  Bates  the  longest,  but  Lincoln  is  the  man  for  me. 

Lincoln  was  mentioned  by  only  one  of  the  newspapers  that  covered  the  event.  The 
Kalamazoo  Gazette,  at  the  time  a  Democratic  paper,  was  unimpressed  by  Lincoln.  "Mr. 
Lincoln  of  Illinois  was  the  only  foreign  Speaker  in  attendance.  During  Lincoln's  speech, 
we  had  occasion  to  test .  .  .  the  fact  that  the  Republican  league  is  in  no  sense  a  party,  but  a 
conglomeration  of  all  the  discordant  factions  that  are  running  riot  in  our  land." 

Years  after  Lincoln  became  president  and  was  assassinated,  local  residents  wrote 
recollection's  of  his  visit  to  Kalamazoo. 

In  1893,  the  Kalamazoo  Telegraph  published  this  account  of  Lincoln's  visit  from  Charles 
S.  May,  who  served  as  the  Kalamazoo  County  prosecutor  during  the  Civil  War. 

...I  heard  Abraham  Lincoln  again,  this  time  addressing  a  great  republican  mass 
meeting  of  15,000  people  from  the  mound  in  the  park  here  in  Kalamazoo.  It 
was  in  the  Fremont  campaign,  the  one  before  he  was  himself  the  successful 
candidate.  He  had  arrived  that  morning  from  Chicago  and  when  the  committee 
went  to  the  Burdick  House  and  rapped  at  his  room  they  were  bid  to  "come  in" 
in  most  hearty  fashion,  and  on  entering  beheld  a  tall,  sallow,  black  haired  man, 
with  his  face  covered  with  lather  and  a  razor  in  his  hand.  It  was  Mr.  Lincoln, 
shaving  himself.  It  will  be  remembered  that  he  never  let  his  beard  grow  till 
after  he  was  president. 

When  afterward  he  appeared  in  the  park  before  the  multitude,  the  people  saw  a 
tall,  gaunt,  smooth  shaven  man  with  black  dishevelled  hair  and  heavy 
eyebrows,  dressed  in  a  short  alpaca  sack  coat.  Black  satin  open  vest,  wide  turn 
down  collar  with  black  necktie  and  dark  pants  of  cheap  texture-  the  whole 
outfit  probably  not  costing  more  than  $10  in  the  money  of  the  period. 

The  people  bent  forward  with  eager  curiosity  to  listen  to  the  tall  stranger  who 
was  probably  unknown  even  by  reputation,  to  the  great  mass  of  his  audience, 
and  who  had  never  been  seen  (but)  by  half  a  dozen  men  on  the  ground.  But  I 
had  seen  him  and  heard  him  and  knew  what  to  expect.  He  had  a  clear, 
penetrating  voice  of  tenor  quality,  which  reached  the  confines  of  the  great 
crowd,  and  he  commanded  their  attention  from  the  start.  But  in  laying  out  the 
ground  work  of  his  argument  he  happened  to  say  that  he  thought  the  south 
under  the  constitution  was  entitled  to  a  fugitive  slave  law. 

Instantly  a  hundred  excited  voices  shouted,  No!  No!  No!  He  did  not  appear  at 
all  disconcerted  he  was  used  to  handling  hot  crowds.  He  simply  paused  a 
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moment  for  the  storm  of  opposition  to  pass,  and  then  said  in  a  kindly,  good 
natured  way,  "Well,  let  us  see  about  that.  We  must  be  fair  and  just"  and 
proceeded  to  quote  the  constitutional  provision  for  the  reclamation  of  "persons 
owing  service,"  etc.  which  plainly  sustained  his  position  and  silenced  all 
objection. 

He  was  a  Conservative;  he  was  from  Illinois,  while  his  audience  of  Michigan 
Republicans  were  radicals,  anti  slavery  men  who,  in  their  great  enthusiasm  for 
liberty  had  forgotten  all  about  the  constitution.  But  while  conceding  with  his 
accustomed  fairness  that  the  south  was  entitled  to  a  fugitive  slave  law,  his 
whole  speech  was  a  powerful  and  convincing  argument  for  the  Republican 
platform  of  opposition  to  the  spread  of  slavery  into  the  new  territories. 

On  the  50th  anniversary  of  Lincoln's  speech  in  1909,  the  Kalamazoo  Gazette  published 
recollections  of  Lincoln's  speech.  These  accounts  are  from  George's  article. 

L.  B.  Fisher,  of  Cooper  Township,  wrote: 

I  was  3 1  years  old  at  the  time  I  came  down  to  Kalamazoo  with  my  mother  to 
hear  him.  He  stood  on  top  of  the  mound  in  Bronson  Park  and  it  was  one  of  the 
best  speeches  I  ever  heard. 

Andrew  Oliver,  of  Kalamazoo,  wrote: 

Mr.  Lincoln's  speech  was  very  logical  and  was  devoid  of  anything  like  a 
sensation  and  his  utterances  were  very  pacific,  more  like  a  gifted  advocate 
pleading  with  a  jury  for  his  client's  life  and  honor.  He  handled  the  slavery 
question  with  the  utmost  fairness.  After  the  speech  Mr.  Lincoln  stood  in  the 
corner  of  the  park  and  shook  hands  with  everybody  who  wished  to  meet  him. 
Many  thanked  Mr.  Lincoln  for  explaining  the  slavery  matter  so  plainly  and 
fairly. 

A.M.  Prouty,  of  South  Haven,  said: 

I  was  a  lad  of  13  summers  at  the  time  Abraham  Lincoln  spoke  in  Kalamazoo.  I 
accompanied  my  father  to  hear  his  speech  ...  He  spoke  on  a  platform 
constructed  at  the  northwest  corner  of  the  courthouse.  The  roof  was  made  of 
green  boughs.  My  first  vote  I  cast  for  Abraham  Lincoln,  his  second  term. 

We'll  have  more  on  Lincoln's  visit  to  Kalamazoo  on  Thursday  and  Friday,  including  new 
scholarship  that  shows  why  exactly  Lincoln  came  to  Kalamazoo  (and  it  was  more  than  just 
to  help  out  his  party). 
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Fritz  Klug  is  a  politics  and  energy  reporter  for  MLive  and  the  Kalamazoo  Gazette.  Contact 
him  at  fklug@mlive.com  or  269-370-0584.  Follow  him  on  Twitter,  Facebook,  Google+  or 
App.net. 
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AT  KALAMAZOO 

On  August  27.  1856  here 
in  this  park.  Abraham 
*i-.,«i™     th^n  an    oi>scur« 


The  Michigan  historical  marker  in  commemorating  Abraham 
Lincoln's  visit  to  Kalamazoo's  Bronson  Park  in  1856 


Note:  With  the  release  of  the 

movie  "Lincoln"  this 
|  weekend,  MLive  and  the 

Kalamazoo  Gazette  over  the  next 

few  days  will  look  at  Lincoln's 
■  visit  to  Kalamazoo. 

m  KALAMAZOO,  MI  —  When 
I  Abraham  Lincoln  came  to 
J  Kalamazoo  156  years  ago,  he  was 
'  a  somewhat  obscure,  beardless 

lawyer,  campaigning  for  the  first 

Republican  presidential 


candidate. 


Speaking  in  Bronson  Park,  the  future  president  was  a  side  act  to  some  of  the  bigger  names 
of  the  day:  including  the  governor  of  Michigan  and  a  U.S.  senate  candidate. 

This  weekend,  one  of  the  most  anticipated  films  about  Lincoln  will  open  in  theaters  across 
the  country.  While  the  film,  directed  by  Steven  Spielberg,  focuses  on  the  final  months  of 
Lincoln's  life  and  the  height  of  the  Civil  War  and  passing  the  13th  Amendment, 
Kalamazoo  can  claim  to  have  hosted  the  president's  only  public  appearance  in  Michigan. 

"Lincoln  was  sort  of  in  training  all  of  his  life  for  that  horrible  crisis  of  the  Civil  War  and 
we  were  one  of  those  places  where  he  honed  his  skills,  where  he  practiced  the  kind  of 
arguments  he  would  use  eventually  as  president,"  said  Joel  Orosz,  a  Kalamazoo  man  who 
in  1978  as  a  student  at  Kalamazoo  College  wrote  an  article  on  Lincoln's  visit  for  the 
Historical  Society  of  Michigan. 

"We  were  the  place  that  helped  him  prepare  for  that  hour,  that  trial  that  ultimately  saved 
the  union." 

Lincoln  spoke  in  Kalamazoo's  Bronson  Park  on  Aug.  27,  1856  as  part  of  a  larger  political 
rally.  Lincoln  was  invited  to  the  rally  by  Hezekiah  Griffith  Wells,  one  of  Kalamazoo's 
most  prominent  citizens.  One  of  the  reasons  Lincoln  may  have  been  invited  was  because 
he  had  been  runner  up  to  be  the  party's  vice  presidential  pick  earlier  that  year. 
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The  event  was  a  large  Republican  rally  for  presidential  candidate  John  C.  Fremont.  The 
rally  came  during  the  beginning  of  the  Republican  Party,  which  was  founded  two  years 
earlier  in  1854  in  Jackson.  They  keynote  speaker  of  the  rally  was  Zachariah  Chandler  of 
Detroit,  who  was  campaigning  to  be  Senator. 

At  the  time,  Kalamazoo  was  a  village  of  about  10,000  people.  It  was  known  as  being 
progressive  and  a  hub  of  activity,  situated  halfway  between  Chicago  and  Detroit  on  the 
Michigan  Central  Railroad.  Between  10,000  and  15,000  people  attended  the  Kalamazoo 
rally,  coming  from  Detroit,  Battle  Creek,  Jackson,  Niles  and  Grand  Rapids. 

Lincoln  came  into  Kalamazoo  on  the  train  from  Chicago.  The  train  arrived  late  and  he 
rushed  down  Rose  Street  to  Bronson  Park.  There  were  four  stages  set  up  in  the  park  and 
Lincoln  spoke  at  2  p.m.  His  speech  touched  on  one  of  the  halmark  issues  of  the 
Republican  party  at  the  time:  restricting  the  expansion  of  slavery  to  new  territories  and 
states,  including  Kansas  and  Nebraska. 

"We  are  a  great  empire.  We  are  eighty  years  old,"  Lincoln  told  the  Kalamazoo  audience, 
according  to  an  account  on  the  Kalamazoo  Public  Library  website.  "We  stand  at  once  the 
wonder  and  admiration  of  the  whole  world,  and  we  must  enquire  what  it  is  that  has  given 
us  so  much  prosperity,  and  we  shall  understand  that  to  give  up  that  one  thing,  would  be  to 
give  up  all  future  prosperity. 

"Turning  to  the  South,  we  see  a  people  who,  while  they  boast  of  being  free,  keep  their 
fellow  beings  in  bondage. ..Shall  we  say,  "Let  it  be"?  No  -  we  have  an  interest  in  the 
maintenance  of  the  principles  of  the  Government,  and  without  this  interest,  it  is  worth 
nothing." 

Read  Lincoln's  full  speech  here. 

After  the  speech,  the  crowd  erupted  in  applause. 

Chris  Praedel,  a  Kalamazoo  native  and  director  of  communications  at  the  Kalamazoo 
Regional  Chamber  of  Commerce,  has  studied  Lincoln  most  of  his  life. 

"It  was  clear,  even  then,  that  this  (slavery)  was  an  issue  he  cared  very  strongly  about," 
Pradedel  said  of  Lincoln's  Kalamazoo  speech. 

While  scholars  are  fortunate  to  have  a  transcript  of  Lincoln's  Kalamazoo  address,  there  are 
still  some  unknowns  about  his  visit.  The  first  is  where  Lincoln  stood  in  Bronson  Park  to 
deliver  the  speech.  The  historical  marker  has  Lincoln  standing  at  the  burial  ground  at  the 
south-west  corner  of  the  park,  while  another  monument  at  the  south-east  corner  said  he 
spoke  there. 
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Also,  scholars  don't  know  where  Lincoln  stayed  the  night  of  his  visit,  whether  at  the  old 
Burdick  Hotel,  at  the  Octagon  House  on  South  Westnedge,  or  across  the  street  from 
Bronson  Park  at  Wells'  house,  located  on  Park  Street. 

After  Lincoln  was  assassinated,  many  people  "conveniently"  began  to  remember  the  future 
president's  visit,  said  Orosz.  One  woman  was  quoted  in  the  Kalamazoo  Gazette  50  years 
after  his  visit  as  saying  she  remembered  giving  a  young  Lincoln  a  bouquet  of  celery. 
Although  Kalamazoo  was  the  "celery  city,"  it  hadn't  begun  growing  the  vegetable  at  the 
time  of  his  visit,  Orosz  said. 

Throughout  the  years,  numerous  events  have  been  held  at  Bronson  Park  to  commemorate 
the  visit.  In  1956  on  the  100th  anniversary  of  Lincoln's  speech,  one  of  Lincoln's 
descendants,  read  the  speech  in  Bronson  Park.  In  2006,  a  Lincoln  reenactor  came  to 
Bronson  Park  and  recited  the  Kalamazoo  speech  for  the  150th  Anniversary  of  Lincoln's 
visit. 

Former  state  Sen.  Tom  George  produced  a  40-minute  documentary  in  1999  about  the  visit. 
George  said  Lincoln  gave  a  lot  of  campaign  speeches  in  support  for  Fremont,  but  the 
Kalamazoo  is  the  only  one  that  has  survived. 

"The  speech  helps  shows  the  evolution  of  his  thinking,"  George  said. 

For  people  in  Kalamazoo,  that's  something  to  be  proud  of,  George  said.  "It  shows  how  our 
community  connects  to  this  larger  stream  if  events.  All  politics  and  all  events  are  local." 

Fritz  Klug  is  a  politics  and  energy  reporter  for  MLive  and  the  Kalamazoo  Gazette.  Contact 
him  at  fklug@mlive.com  or  269-370-0584.  Follow  him  on  Twitter,  Facebook,  Google+  or 
App.net. 
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Abraham  Lincoln 


Note:  With  the  release  of  the  movie  "Lincoln"  this  weekend,  MLive  and 
the  Kalamazoo  Gazette  will  look  at  Lincoln's  visit  to  Kalamazoo  over 
the  next  few  days. 

KALAMAZOO,  MI  —  Seven  score  and  1 6  years  ago,  Abraham 
Lincoln  came  to  Bronson  Park  in  Kalamazoo  to  give  a  speech  at  a 
Republican  rally. 

But  why  did  the  future  president  choose  Kalamazoo  as  the  only  place  to 
visit  outside  of  Illinois  in  1856? 


"It  was  more  internal  Illinois  politics  than  anything  in  particular  to  Kalamazoo,"  said  Tom  George,  a 
former  Kalamazoo-area  state  senator  who  is  also  a  Lincoln  scholar.  George  published  new  research 
on  why  Lincoln  visited  Kalamazoo  in  the  August  issue  of  the  Journal  of  the  Abraham  Lincoln 
Association  (JALA). 

It  is  interesting  why  Lincoln  chose  the  city  for  a  visit,  George  said,  since  the  then-lawyer  did  not  have 
family  in  Michigan  or  practice  law  in  the  state.  Lincoln  also  declined  engagements  in  other  states. 

Lincoln  was  invited  to  speak  in  Kalamazoo  by  Hezekiah  Wells,  one  of  the  city's  most  prominent 
citizens.  Lincoln  responded  to  Wells  and  said  he  received  the  letter  through  a  man  transcribed  by 
scholars  as  "Mr.  Mechem  of  Kankakee."  George  said  researchers  had  trouble  deciphering  Lincoln's 
handwriting  and  never  knew  exactly  who  "Mechem"  was. 

George  looked  at  the  actual  copy  of  Lincoln's  letter,  which  is  held  at  the  Kalamazoo  Valley  Museum, 
and  on  closer  inspection  saw  that  it  was  "Mr.  Mack,"  not  Mechem. 

Mack  was  Alonzo  Mack,  a  wealthy  politician  who  had  lived  in  Kalamazoo  County  and  was 
Schoolcraft  Township  clerk,  George  learned.  Mack  was  an  early  supporter  of  the  Republican  Party 
and  was  friends  with  Wells,  who  was  helping  to  organize  the  rally  in  Kalamazoo.  By  the  time  of 
Lincoln's  visit,  Mack  had  moved  to  Kankakee  and  became  mayor. 

So  why  did  Lincoln  come  to  Kalamazoo? 

"He  has  an  interest  in  coming  here  and  try  to  have  a  good  relationship  with  Mr.  Mack,"  George  said. 

When  Lincoln  ran  for  the  U.S.  Senate  two  years  earlier  in  1854,  he  lost  by  five  votes,  including  the 
vote  from  the  Kankakee  legislator,  George  said.  (At  the  time,  U.S.  senators  were  chosen  by  state 
legislatures  and  not  the  popular  vote  of  citizens). 

And  Mack  was  running  for  the  state  legislature  to  represent  Kankakee  in  Springfield,  and,  if  he  won, 
would  have  a  vote  in  selecting  Illinois'  next  senator.  Since  Lincoln  was  thinking  of  running  for  Senate 
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again  in  1 858,  he  wanted  to  do  a  favor  for  Mack  by  speaking  at  the  rally  for  Mr.  Mack's  friend 
Hezekiah  Wells. 

"It  was  political  move  on  his  part,"  George  said.  "Coming  particularly  here  at  the  invitation  by 
someone  who's  support  he  needed." 

Mack  ended  up  winning  the  state  senate  seat,  George  said,  and  cast  his  vote  for  Lincoln  in  the  Senate 
election  in  1858.  Mack  went  on  to  be  a  colonel  in  the  Civil  War. 

Ultimately,  the  Republicans  did  not  get  the  the  majority  in  the  Illinois  state  legislature  and  Lincoln 
lost  the  Senate  seat  in  1858  to  Stephen  A.  Douglas.  Lincoln  went  on  to  win  the  presidency  in  1860. 

Read  more  about  Lincoln's  Kalamazoo  speech  in  Bronson  Park  and  how  local  residents  reacted  to 
Lincoln's  speech. 

Fritz  Klug  is  a  politics  and  energy  reporter  for  MLive  and  the  Kalamazoo  Gazette.  Contact  him  at 
fklug@mlive.com  or  269-370-0584.  Follow  him  on  Twitter,  Facebook,  Google+  or  App.net. 
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